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Application Number 10/666,288 
Amendment Dated 02/13/2007 

Reply to Office Action of 09/1 3/2006 
Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-17, (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for creating a channel through a cardiac 
septal material located in a body of a patient said body having a body 
vasculature, said method using a surgical device comprising a substantially 
elongated member, said elongated member defining a proximal region-w4-a 
longitud i na l ly op posed dis t al r e g i on, , a longitudinally opposed distal region 
and a lumen extending therebetween, said distal region defining a distal 
region outermost surface, said distal region further defining at least two 
openings, said openings being substantially longitudinally spaced apart from 
each other and each extending between said lumen and said distal region 
outermost surface, said surgical device also comprising an active electrode 
for delivering a radio-frequency electrical current to said cardiac septal 
material , said surg i ca l dov i oo boing us a bl e with a ground i ng -pad operative*? 
Getfpled-to said active -e l e ctrod e for providing a r e turn conduct i on pat h- for said 
radio-frequency electrical- curr e nt , said active electrode being operatively 
coupled to said elongated member substantially adjacent said distal region, 

said method comprising: 

introducing said surgical device into said body of said patient; 

delivering a radiopague fluid outside of said device through said 
lumen and said openings in a manner such that said radiopaque 
fluid has a substantially uniform distribution along said distal region: 



PAGE 7/17 * RCVD AT 2/1312007 5:44:33 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«6/26 * DNIS:2738300 4 CSID:5147054908 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0242 



•■ ^00 7 17:41 DE ! MANUEL FORTIN 5147054908 R :U SPTO P R x 17 

FEU-1- 3 

Application Number 10/666.288 
Amendment Dated 02/13/2007 
Reply to Office Action of 09/13/2006 

assessing a position of said device by imaoino said radiopanne 
fluid: 

positioning said active electrode at a first desired location in said 
body of said patient, said first desired location being substantially 
adjacent said cardiac septal material ; and 

oporativo l y pooit ioning sa id grounding p n d n n ca i d pat i e nt, o i ,U 

creating said channel through said cardiac septal material by 
delivering said radio-frequency electrical current from said active 
electrode t o oaid groundin g pad 7 s aid m ri io froquonoy e l e ctrical 
eufrent being riel i v o rod through said o afctiac s eptal mater i a l. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 18 , wherein sa id 
radiopaque fluid has fluid properties such that whe n said r fl dinp» n , m K 
delivered outside of said device said radiooamm M has said subjstantjg^ 
unifpimdistribution substantially alnno said djstal ^ nmin r ^ tinnino ■ ^ 
ac t ive o l oc trodo comp rint, staining a roninn nf nid cordis septal material 
substa ntially adja r ont nid firct d e sh location andfflonitorinrj undor fluorocoopy 
the position of-sa id surgical dovi c o rolotivcly to said rog i on ^-said cardiac^eptal 
material. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 18 further comprising 
advancing said active electrode through said channel and out of said material to 

a second desired location l oc a ted suboton tiatly-adjacent -said-s econd mat e ria l 
surface . 

21. {Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 20 wherein said 
surgical device comprises at least one depth marking and at least one 
radiopaque marker and wherein advancing said active electrode comprises 
monitoring said at least one of depth marking and said at least one radiopaque 
marker. 
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22. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 18 claim 20 . wherein 
said at least two openings define a distalmost opening and one or more proximal 
openings located proximally relative to said distalmost opening, said distalmost 
opening having a larger cross-sectional area than at least one of said one or 
more proximal openings for delivering said radiopague fluid substantially 
uniformly substantially along said distal region swaicai devi c e further ino l udoo a 
p r ess ur e s e nsor op e rat i v ely cou p le d to sa i d elongated mombor for det ermining 
p r e s s ur e i n said body of s aid pati e nt substantia ll y adjacent o ai d d i sta f region 
said m e thod furthor compr i s i ng m e a su rin g pr es sur e substant i al l y adj acent-said 
seeond- location usi ng s ai d pr e ssure sens or. 

23. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 20, cla i m 2-2 wherein 
said surgical device comprises at least one depth marking and at least one 
radiopaque marker, said method further comprising and wh e r ei n moasur i ng 
pressure substa nt i a l ly adjao e nt sa i d sooond — locat i on i s p e rform ed after 
confirming th e position of said press ur e sensor at sa i d second l ocation— by 
monitoring under fluoroscopy at least one of said depth marking and said 
radiopaque marke r to assess the position of said active electrode after said 
active electrode has been advanced . 

24. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein 
introducing said surgical device comprises introducing said surgical device into 
said body vasculature. 

25. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 24 wherein 
introducing said surgical device into said body of said patient comprises inserting 
said surgical device into a dilator and a guiding sheath positioned in said body 
vasculature. 

26. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 25 wherein said surgical 
device includes a device radiopaque marking and at least one of said dilator and 
said sheath includes a dilator/sheath radiopaque marking, and wherein 
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positioning said e n e rgy deliv e ry dev ice active electrode comorisittaes aligning 
said device radiopaque marking and said dilator/sheath auxi l iary radiopaque 
marking, 

27. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 25 further comprising 
maintaining said surgical device substantially fixed relatively to said cardiac 
septal material and advancing said dilator and said sheath over said surgical 
device. 

28. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 25 further comprising 
advancing substantially jointly said dilator, said sheath and said surgical device 
towards said second location. 

29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 4©18 wherein said 
channel is created though region <rf- sa id enrri i nr; r . optnUo-itnrHi mrii.Hn^ a f 0$sa 
ovalis of a heart. 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. -51 (Cancelled) 

52. (Cancelled). 

53. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 18 claim-^2. 
wherein said cardiac septal material comprises cellular tissue and wherein said 
radio-frequency electrical current heats said cellular tissue so as to vaporize 
intracellular water and cause a subsequent cell lysis. 

54. (Cancelled). 

55. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein 
said proximal region includes a proximal region material and said distal region 
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includes a distal region material, said distal region material being substantially 
softer than said proximal region material. 
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